
SUNDAY MORNINGS
 8:30 AM Adult Bible Class
 9:45 AM Fellowship on the Patio
 10:00 AM Onsite And Online

Connect  with us 
on Instagram
and follow us
on FaceBook

A Newsletter for Covenant Partners and friends of Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Modesto, California

Good News!Trinity Trumpet

A very heartfelt thank you from Pastor Fred and Kathy.
As you recall, there was some reluctance on my part to accept 

this opportunity at trinity United.  My main reason was that i 
had retired three times already and i had some doubts about me 
serving again. But the lord put an inner compulsion in my heart 
that required a Yes. And now as i go into my fourth retirement,  
i am so glad that the PnC asked me, happy the lord put an inner 
compulsion within me, and so happy i said Yes. these past six 

months have been a delightful opportunity to serve Him and you. i have grown in 
my walk with the lord. i give thanks to all of you for the season that God gave us 
together.  

i am thankful for the feedback and comments you sent my way (some of which 
were very perceptive and impressive). Your gracious kindness to our presence 
and sharing with you was such an encouragement. You sent cards and notes with 
words of encouragement. You interacted with my preaching and teaching that 
was an absolute blessing. so, thank you to the PnC.  thank you, session. thank 
you, staff—you were so helpful and easy to work with. thank you, people of 
trinity United Presbyterian Church. . .you will always be in our hearts and minds.                      
May the lord bless you and keep you!

Pastor Fred and Kathy Jantz
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 Thanks to many Volunteers!

7 days without God 
makes one weak.

More
from Les

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:  Ethan Richard Dickinson was born on november 21, 2022 

to Adam and Crystal dickinson. His very proud grandparents are Chris 
and linda dickinson.

Winry Eden Sorenson was born on november 28, 2022 to Ricky 
and sierra sorenson.

november Year to Date

General funD
Receipts 46,490$         159,081$       
Expenses 60,733           185,206         

Receipts over Expenses (14,243)$        (26,125)$        

actual

november 2022 finance summary
fiscal Year = september 1, 2022 to august 31, 2023

Between Seasons
We now find ourselves between two major seasons of the 

year, Christmas and the new Year.  As you read this you find 
yourself looking back at Christmas with all its frivolity for some, 
and sadness for others.  How are you feeling about the new 
year to come?  Are you excited or worried about what it might 
bring?  do you look at the coming days ahead with the eager 
anticipation of a child on Christmas morning waiting to open 
their gifts, or with the sadness of someone who has just lost their 
spouse (loved one)?  How do you feel in this in-between time? 
God addresses this issue as He does all others in scripture.  
Read Matthew 6:34, Proverbs 3:5-6, Philippians 4:6, Proverbs 
17:22, Romans 8:28, Psalm 8:24.  

someone once said,  “enjoy life today, yesterday is gone, 
and tomorrow may never come”.  May Psalm 23 be your mantra 
for this in-between time.  Jesus loves you, now smile and rejoice.

God bless you,
Pastor les
Philippians 4:19
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Becky’s Bridge continued on page 4

January Formation Class
Christianity’s Statements of Faith
Submitted by Pastor Les Malakian

January’s Formation class will be a video 
presentation followed by discussion. it will be 
an overview of Christianity’s most significant 
statements of faith.

We will walk through the story of the 
Christian churches and their theological 
convictions through the history of the creeds 
and councils. starting with the Apostle’s Creed 
and continuing through the Reformation and 
up to the modern statements and confessions, 
we will see how the spirit led the church to 
articulate the orthodox Christian faith and how 
the scriptural understanding helped them to 
discern errors and wrong turns.  We will learn 
how and why these matter to our lives today.

don’t miss this study led by dennis Bray; 
it will bless you!

Becky’s Bridge

Mom Is With Jesus
Many of you know by now that my mom 

(100 1/2 years) is now in her heavenly home; 
she died on the Friday before thanksgiving.  
i want to say “thank you” for the cards and 
notes you have sent leslie and me.  Your 
support and prayers are MUCH appreciated.  
thank you, family!

GBY
Pastor les
Philippians 1:3

What a Wonderful Christmas 
season we had in Children’s 
Ministries. 

Because of Garrison school’s schedule 
(we don’t have them during the month 
of december) we had to start preparing 
their hearts in november for the upcoming 
Christmas season. We began sharing the story 
of Jesus’ birth, and for some it was the first 
time they had heard the story.  they each 
painted a manger scene with their feet and 
hands. We had some AWesOMe adult helpers 
and even a youth came to help. We took a one 
week break for a FRiendsGiVinG dinner and 
fellowship time with a great thanksgiving meal 
prepared by Jim Bucknell and trevor stroud. 
the next week we made wooden nativity 
sets for each of them to take home with the 
Beginner’s Bible storybook on Jesus’ birth to 
share with their families.

Amidst all of this, we were practicing 
for our musical (Christmas Road trip) that 
we performed on december 9 for family, 
friends and even the support of our wonderful 
congregation.  We began the evening with a 
wonderful “soup bar” provided by congregation 
members.  they enjoyed it so much that 
people were having 3-4 bowls of soup.  in the 
meantime, our students were eating a hearty 
breakfast (dinner) and getting ready for the 
musical.  We were delighted with the musical; 
the kids did a great job.  We even were visited 
by three camels (puppets) and the lovely duet 
of “Mary, did You Know?” by lisa traughber 
and Marissa Meredith.  After the performance 
we headed to telle Center for a Hot Cocoa and 
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Becky’s Bridge continued from page 3

Dates with 
Destiny

Cookie Bar (i think that was the kid’s favorite 
part).

We are on a break with our B.l.A.s.t. kids 
until January 25 when we will resume our 
Route 66 curriculum where we are learning all 
66 books of the Bible.  Our Journey (fifth and 
sixth graders) kids will continue their journey 
getting to know Jesus in a more personal way.

i truly feel blessed that so many people 
stepped up to help with sharing their love of 
Jesus with their time and talents.
Our B.L.A.S.T. and JOURNEY Staff:

Cassi torrez, Hanna Cunningham, diana 
Beal, and Rick Crabtree.
Our Helpers during the Advent Season: 

Walt and leslie Cooley, Michelle siemens, 
teresa Mejia, stacy Hoekman, Payton Jones, 
Mike and Paula sherman, and Chris Ott.
Our Soup Makers for the Musical:

stacy Hoekman, leslie Cooley, lynda 
Venturini, don Jepson, Jim Bucknell, sue 
Pehl, Cassi torrez, Peggy long-Prevette, Pat 
Mason, liz seaver, and Rebecca duque.
Soup Servers:

les and leslie Malakian
Our Cookie Makers:

leslie Malakian, Chris Ott, leanne 
donahue, and Paula sherman.
Our Cocoa Makers:

Monica Maddock, and diana Beal.
Christmas Road Trip Musical Staff:

Matthew little, Michelle siemens, shirley 
Brooks, Mike siemens, denarly Reyes, lamar 
Owens, Matthew Zellman, Monique Bucknell, 
lisa traughber, and Marissa Meredith.

Please continue to pray for our staff, kids, 
and their families this next year. i’m excited 
to see what God is going to do in the lives of 
our kids. 

New Year, Same God
With the new Year comes many goals and 

aspirations for so many around the world. if 
this is something you are planning on doing 
and hoping to make changes or accomplish a 
task- may i be of encouragement to you to say 
i am proud of you. Whether this is something 
that comes to pass or not, i am glad you are 
getting out there. if you have not yet made a 
goal because of fear of another year of you 
not making it, please do not let it stop you 
from dreaming and hoping. if i can let you in 
on a little secret: God is still with you. With 
that being said, be sure to put God at the 
center of it all: before you plan, while your 
plan is unfolding, and after your plan. You 
may walk out of this next year a new you- but 
rest assured: God is still the same God. He is 
a God that loves you and cherishes you. this 
was true last year, this year, and the next year 
to come.

Youth Kickoff Night
January 11th 

Youth ministry is starting back up for the 
winter beginning January 11th with a new 
format. We are excited to see how the lord will 
work! in an effort to best reach the students in 
our sphere of influence, we have changed back 
to having both junior high and high school 
groups on the same night, but at different 
times. We hope this will facilitate growth in 
the students’ lives.

Jr High (7th-8th): 4:30-6:30pm
High School (9th-12th): 6:00-8:00pm
dinner for both groups will be combined from 

6:00-6:30pm. We also will be implementing 

Dates with Destiny continued on page 5

New Year’s Prayer
As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us 

give thanks for all we hold dear: our health, 
our family and our friends. let us release our 
grudges, our anger and our pains, for these 
are nothing but binding chains. let us live 
each day in the most loving ways, the God-
conscious way.
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Dates with Destiny continued from page 4

Cassi’s Corner

some new check-in and check-out processes 
for our students and their families.

 

Calvin Crest Winter Camp
February 24th-26th 

the youth ministry will be taking a group 
of students up for winter camp this year! if 
you have snow gear that you may be able to 
let some students borrow, please let me know. 
Many of the students have never been to the 
snow, and at this time of year, it is likely there 
will be snow. drivers are needed as well, so 
if you are interested and available to drive, 
please contact me. 

Please keep us in prayer as we approach 
this time of retreat, full of fun, devotion, and 
worship.

 

Adult Volunteers Needed
January-May

With many new things we have going on 
for the youth ministry, we are looking for 
adult volunteers who will take at least one 
Wednesday this year to volunteer—as leaders, 
check-in station lead, supervision, mentors, 
prayer team, dinner prep, and more! You could 
help with preparations, during Jr High group, 
High school group, or even all of the above!

if you are available, please contact me as 
soon as possible, as i would love to discuss 
how you may help serve in the youth ministry 
and prayerfully impact a teen’s life this year.

Blessings,
destiny
(209) 529-3228 ext. 103
drobles@tupc.org 

Hi there family and friends,
“the lord will give strength to His people. 

the lord will bless His people with peace.” 
Psalm 29:11

the preschool is excited to be back in 
session after a nice peaceful week off. it was 
a week well spent with friends, loved ones and 
a time of counting our blessings.

Our school age class is having a ton of 
fun here at trinity United. they have dress up 
days, special activities and maybe a field trip 
to Modesto’s ice rink to help pass their time 
till school starts back up. 

the new year also brings new families! 
We have four new families starting with us 
after the first of the year and we couldn’t be 
happier to care for their little ones. One of our 
infant/toddler teachers will be returning from 
maternity leave and will be bringing her baby 
boy to attend as well! 

We had such a happy, exciting rush during 
the holidays and now we get a chance to 
reflect on all that God has blessed us with. We 
are grateful for trinity Preschool’s staff and 
are thankful for what God has placed on our 
hearts to teach His children. 

Please continue to keep the Preschool in 
your thoughts and prayers.

Many Blessings,
Cassi torrez
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Moment For Missions: What if 
I were made for this moment?
Submitted by Elder Bob McGrew

At december’s congregational meeting, i 
asked a question that i’ve thought about a lot. 
i hope you have also. the question for you and 
me is ‘What if i was made for this moment?’

You see, God has placed us here for a 
reason. What if you and i were made for this 
moment in trinity United’s history? What if 
He wants us to experience the joy of worship, 
the warmth of fellowship, and the satisfaction 
of serving Him through our involvement here? 
…did you catch that i just referred to trinity 
United’s Mission statement: love God—and 
experience the joy of Worship, as well as of 
prayer. love others—and enjoy the warmth 
of fellowship. Being disciples—and have the 
satisfaction of serving God as well as having 
deeper friendships.

the Mission Commission sponsors many 
activities that serve others and can be 
springboards for talking with unchurched 
people. One of those is the new ‘Basket of 
Hope’ food distribution focused on families 
who live near the church or send children to 
our trinity Preschool. this is headed up by 
don Jepson and his small group. the Basket 
of Hope food distributions are planned for the 
3rd Friday of each month.

Other Mission Commission sponsored 
activities include:

• The PDA (Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance) trip, led at trinity United by liz 
and ted Benson. the date for our trip back to 
Paradise, CA is April 16-22, 2023.

• lOVe Modesto—trinity United’s lOVe 
Modesto service project will be on saturday, 
April 23, 2023. Bob McGrew leads trinity 
United’s participation.

• The Guatemala Mission Trip is led at 
trinity United by Jeff and debbie Chin. this 
year’s date is July 17-25, 2023.

• The just completed Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox project is led here at trinity 
United by Marlin and Marilyn sena.

• We believe in deepening our prayer lives 
and sponsor an Adult sunday school Class 
on Prayer that meets at the 8:30 AM sunday 
school hour in room 203, which is across 
from the sanctuary. the class will continue 
in 2023 and is led by terri Mcnabb and Bob 
McGrew. Part of what we do is to pray for the 
missionaries and missions that your tithes and 
donations help to support.

the 10 local missions that trinity United 
supports include the Gospel Mission, led by 
Jason Conway. did you know that since July 
1st of 2022, the Mission had to turn away over 
435 adult women and moms with children 
from their shelter due to lack of space? they 
are fund raising now to develop more beds 
for these people. Another trinity United 
supported mission ministering to needy local 
people is the Vine House led by Cheryl Van 
Horn. she recently wrote to us, asking us to 
pray for a woman named Jennifer. this young 
woman just delivered her third baby in two 
years. the father of the babies is in jail. she 
is filing for divorce and was staying in a motel 
room. Yet Jennifer’s heart had no desire for 
the lord when Cheryl talked with her. Pray 
for her heart to soften and allow the lord to 
minister to her! 

We support two national mission groups. 
liz Heim Fung, who grew up at trinity United, 
is the missionary that we support at servant 
Partners. she trains new missionaries for 
spreading the gospel and building disciples in 
inner cities in the Us and overseas. 

Five international missions are funded. 
One couple that we support is Jay and Beryl 
litchfield, who are medical missionaries to the 
islamic country of Bangladesh. they visited us 
just a few months ago. let’s come back to that 
question for you and me— ‘What if i was made 
for this moment in trinity United’s history?’ 
none of us can do everything, nor does God 
ask us to do more than we can. But He does 
ask us to serve Him and promises to bless 
us with joy as we do that service. Please join 
us on the Mission Commission—liz Benson, 
Marlin sena, terri Mcnabb, Jim Bucknell, 
debbie and Jeff Chin, debbie George and me,

Moment for Missions continued on page 7
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T U P C

Church Trips
All ages welcome,
take a trip with us soon
and expect a blessing!

Bob McGrew—in continuing to serve God 
through being involved here at trinity 
United—loving God, loving others, and Being 
disciples.

Transitional Prayer Moment: 
‘Follow Me’
Submitted by Elder Bob McGrew

At the december meeting of our session 
of elders, terri Mcnabb shared about the 
importance of pursuing discipleship. Many 
churches around the country, including in 
our eCO denomination, have experienced 
substantial drops in worship attendance in 
the last three years. these have often been 
attributed to the effects of the pandemic 
and the lure of a more self-centered, secular 
lifestyle. But some eCO leaders have attributed 
the drop in attendance to a more fundamental 
issue—the lack of true discipleship in our 
churches. How could this be? it’s certainly a 
complex topic. let’s simply ask ourselves, 
‘How am i doing in following Jesus?’. We 
can agree that Jesus’ invitation to ‘follow Me’ 
is challenging for each of us. Being Jesus’ 
disciple can seem out of reach to us if we 
think that means being exactly like Peter or 
Paul or Mary Magdalene. instead, i like to use 
the term ‘Jesus follower’ to describe myself; 
it’s less daunting for me. How do we do a self-
assessment about how we’re doing as Jesus 
followers? Well, we can ask our best friends 
or spouses—but they might be more bluntly 
honest than we want! there is another person 
who will listen with tender affection, offering 
gentle guidance— ‘the lord is my shepherd 
(to feed, guide and shield me), i shall not 
lack… He leads me in paths’ that build my 
character in ways that honor Him and bless 
other people. ‘Prayer is the only entry way 
into genuine self-knowledge’ that allows us 
to follow Jesus more deeply. ‘it is also the 
main way we experience deep change—the 
reordering of our loves’, says timothy Keller 
in his book Prayer, experiencing Awe and 
intimacy with God. did you catch the key to 

growing in following Jesus? the reordering of 
our loves! For two millennia, people honored 
as role models for Jesus followers—from the 
apostle Paul to Mother teresa—have been 
known as people of prayer. they ‘reordered 
their loves’ by putting loving devotion to their 
triune God above anything else in their lives. 
Will you consider joining me in praying each 
day this month that your love of God will grow 
as you follow Jesus more closely?

Moment for Missions continued from page 6

The Promise Kept
Christmas blazes from shore to shore
it glows to earth from the farthest star
the height and breadth of heaven’s door
Flings open wide to view inside
the love of God shines forth once more

Oh, Christmas grandeur of regal might
in this tiny moment of time and space
send forth the love of heaven’s light
And sing to us the song once more
the song they sang on Christmas night

Fling out from all of the entities
A star had a rendezvous to keep
And the promise from the throne room
Of the God who did not sleep
Make to us as real as was to them
When shepherds kept the lowly sheep

A promise to keep a world to save
God sent forth the son of light
For a Baby Boy was the promise kept
tonight by faith i hold Him tight
And i’ll shout with ages yet unknown
He came, He came that Christmas night

JB (9-13-80)
esther Bradfield’s Mother

the Committee is meeting on Monday, 
January 9 at 10:00 AM to discuss trip 

possibilities for 2023. if you have an idea, 
please call Margaret Wolfe and look for a 

listing sometime in February!
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Mariners Luncheon
January 7, 2023
12:00 Noon in Telle Center

Our Mariners group will be 
meeting on saturday, January 
7, 2023 at 12:00 noon in telle Center for a 
super supper (luncheon) to celebrate the new 
year! 

Please remember to bring your own table 
service with a bowl. We will have a guest 
speaker from shared Blessings (to enlighten 
us on this very special organization). the cost 
for lunch is $12.00 per person and is open to 
all Covenant Partners and Constituents.

if you are planning to attend, please let 
Char Wickman know with a phone call for 
food preparations.

SAVE THE DATE
Oroville Mission Trip 

PdA Oroville, California
April 16-22, 2023

Paradise Awaits!
First organizing meeting
sunday, January 22, 2023  
11:15 AM in telle Center

We’re going back to Paradise for a third 
year of wildfire relief work. Join us for more 
information on this rewarding mission outreach 
with Presbyterian disaster Assistance.

3rd Friday of each month 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Began November 2022

trinity United north Parking lot
Call Church Office at 209.529.3228

if interested in picking up food.

Grace’s food pantry stands just inside the 
narthex to the left as you enter the center doors 
of the sanctuary. You can help fill the pantry 
with non-perishable food items (please be 
mindful of expiration dates on each product) 
and when full, those items are taken to a larger 
local food pantry for distribution.

We continue to collect non-perishable food 
items and partner with the food bank of Big 
Valley Grace for distribution. drop your items 
just inside the narthex Monday through Friday, 

 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM or on sunday before 
or after worship at 10:00 AM.

• Canned Fruits and Vegetables
• Canned Meat or Fish such as:
 • Tuna, Chicken, Salmon
 • Chili, Stew
 • Corned Beef
• Cereal
• Dried Milk Products
• Grain Products
• Peanut Butter
• Pasta
• Soup
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Trinity United Family Prayer Calendar
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Lee and Sandy
Bucknell

Reva Burchett

Hal and Lucy 
Conkey

Walt and Leslie
Cooley

Karen
Chamberlain

Jeff and Debbie
Chin

Rick and Bonnie 
Crabtree

Cristine Cram

Greg Cash

Mike and
Barbara Cash

David and Mary
Couchman

Marty and
Karen Cox

Joseph and Kate 
Christensen

Charlie and
Sherry Crane

Chris and Jenny
Currie

Elizabeth Bucknell

Jim and Monique
Bucknell

Rich Colla

Loi Collins

Mike and Kim 
Caskey

Debbie 
Chamberlain

Norrine Coyle

Bryan Crabtree

Cameron and 
Stephanie 
Anderson

Jeff and Julie
Anderson

Bob and Tippy 
Achterberg

Andrew and 
Marie Andersen

Randy and 
Doreen Anderson

Ryan and Kate 
Anderson

Twyla Anderson

Harry and Donna 
Bakker

Diana and
David Beal

Krista Beal

Lauren Clause

Rebecca Clover

Milt David

Delma Davis

Dennis and
Michele Bray

Emily Bray

Joyce Blank

Elizabeth Blixt

Jim Boucher

Esther Bradfield

Shirley Brooks

Marilyn Brown

Barbara Bianchi

Rebecca and Brian
Bishop

Phillip Bravard

Clayton Bray

Dale and Thea 
Brummel

Grace Brummel

Cynthia Belyeu

Ted and Liz
Benson

Virginia Berry

Mona  and Kevin
Bettencourt

Martha Beasley

Rob and Susan 
Beasley

Elouise 
DeGrendele

Chris and Rhonda 
Deming

Leonard and
June Davis

Carol Decker

Pray for one of our supported Mission Families each day of the month.

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

1. Advancing Vibrant Communities
 Michael Douglass
2. Bethany Christian Services
 Sandra Hiatt
3. Bethel Ministries International
 Ben and Emily Mooney
4. Child Evangelism Fellowship
5. City Ministry Network
 Marvin Jacobo
6. CRU Zimbabwe
 Kelly and Vicki Londoni

7. Guatemala Trinity United Mission Team
 Jeff Chin
8. IDEAS, Bangladesh
 Dr. Jay Litchfield
9. Intervarsity Christian Fellowship
 Lauren McDermott
10. LOVE Modesto
 Jeff Pishney
11. Modesto Gospel Mission
 Jason Conway

12. Modesto Pregnancy Center
 Erin Koolhaas
13. MOPS and MOMSnext
 Jenny Currie
14. Operation Christmas Child
15. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
 Liz Benson
16. Rock of Ages
 Sidney Stone
17. Samaritan’s Purse

18. Servant Partners
 Liz Heim Fung
19. Shalem School
 Pastor Helcias Reyes
20. Trinity Preschool
21. United World Missions
 Todd and Sarah Hunnicut
22. Valley Recovery Resources
 Steve Berkowitz

23. Vine House
 Cheryl Van Horn
24. Witnessing Ministries of Christ,  
 India—Elizabeth Prasad
25. Youth for Christ
 Ken Sylvia



LEADERSHIP
DEACOn MEETInG: Tuesday, january 3, 6:30 PM
SESSIOn MEETInG: Tuesday, january 3, 6:30 PM
STAFF/PROGRAM: Tuesdays, 1:00 PM
STEPHEn MInISTRY: 2nd/4th Monday, 4:00-5:00 PM
TRIP COMMITTEE: Monday, january 9, 10:00 AM 

STUDY
ADuLT FORMATIOn: Sundays, 8:30 AM Telle Center and #203
LADIES PRAYER GROuP: Mondays, 9:00-11:00 AM in #203
TSM jR. HIGH: Wednesdays, 4:30-6:30 PM (dinner: 6-6:30 PM)
TSM SR. HIGH: Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00 PM (dinner: 6-6:30 PM)
  
PRAISE
COMMunIOn: january 15, 10:00 AM
HAnDBELL EnSEMBLE REHEARSAL: Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM
KOInOnIA CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursdays, 7:00-8:00 PM
WORSHIP OnSITE and OnLInE: Sundays, 10:00 AM

FELLOWSHIP
BASKET OF HOPE DISTRIBuTIOn: jan. 20, 10:00AM-noon
FELLOWSHIP: Sundays, 9:45 AM on the Patio
MARInERS: january 7, 12:00 noon
PDA MEETInG: january 22, 11:15 AM
TRInITY QuILTERS: Mondays, 12:00-3:00 PM

CHuRCH OFFICE CLOSED: january 2 for new Year’s Day
         january 16 for Martin Luther King  jr. Day

Electronic Version Online at www.tupc.org
See Online Calendar for changes.
Worship Services are livestreamed on www.tupc.org

LEADERSHIP
COMMISSIONS: January 17, 6:30 PM
FORMATIOn/EDuCATIOn:
 Adult Education
 Children’s Ministries
 Preschool
 Student Ministries
 Worship
MISSIOn:
 Assimilation/Evangelism
 Fellowship
 Missions
 Prayer
 Senior Ministries
WORSHIP:
 Music/AVTeam

worship with us!

8:30 AM Adult Formation Class

9:45 AM Fellowship on the Patio

10:00 AM Onsite and Online

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram


